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Geo Word Match-up:  ( 1 point each )
For each numbered term, enter the letter corresponding to the definition that best matches the term.

____ 1- Background Extinction
A- A catastrophic, widespread perturbation in which major groups of species become extinct in a relatively short time compared to normal background extinction.   
____ 2- Biodiversity
B- The normal extinction of species that occurs as a result of changes in local environmental conditions.
____ 3- Mass Extinction
C- The diversity of different biological species and/or the genetic variability among individuals within each species.
____ 4- Phytoplankton
D- Small photosynthetic organisms, mostly algae and bacteria, found inhabiting aquatic ecosystems.
CYU questions Short Answers: ( 5 points each )
5:  How long do species last?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6:  What happens to animal species when their food sources change? ____________________________________________________________________________________________

7:  How can you document (or verify) that as different groups of organisms evolved (on Earth) they (sometimes)      

       developed similar structures, allowing them to (each) occupy a (certain) position in the ecological hierarchy?

___________________________________________________________________________________________

8:  What is the difference between background extinction and mass extinction?

___________________________________________________________________________________________

9:  What kinds of evidence can be used (or has been found) to document a major meteorite or asteroid impact in 

        the Earth’s geologic past? ___________________________________________________________________________________________

***   continued on back   ***

Digging Deeper True or False:  ( 1 point each )

10:   T  /  F  :  The term Mesozoic comes from the Greek word meso; meaning middle.

11:   T  /  F  :  The term Cenozoic comes from the Italian word Cenos; meaning “no sense” or “nonsense”.
12:   T  /  F  :  Dinosaur tracks provide evidence of prehistoric life forms.
13:   T  /  F  :  Paleontologists have documented that species lasts anywhere from a few hundred thousand years to 
                       tens of millions of years.
14:   T  /  F  :  The fossil record indicates that when an animal’s food source changes, the animal either finds a new 
                       food source, changes how it processes food for nutrition, or goes extinct. 
15:   T  /  F  :  Constructing an accurate fossil record is a good way to document the evolution of a species.
16:   T  /  F  :  Constructing an accurate fossil record is a good way to document the structure development of a 

                       species.
17:   T  /  F  :  Constructing an accurate fossil record is a good way to document a species’ position in the 

                       ecological hierarchy.
18:   T  /  F  :  The main difference between background extinction and mass extinction is how fast and how many 
                       animals become extinct over a period of time.
19:   T  /  F  :  Iridium is a chemical element found in meteorites and asteroids.
20:   T  /  F  :  Scientists consider high concentrations of Iridium as geochemical evidence to document meteor and 
                       asteroid impacts.
21:   T  /  F  :  The extinction event at the end of the Mesozoic Era was more devastating to life than the extinction 
                       event at the end of the Paleozoic Era.
22:   T  /  F  :  The remnants of a colossal impact structure called the Chicxulub Crater, is considered by scientists 
                       to be the site where a giant meteor or asteroid hit the Earth causing the extinction of the dinosaurs.
23:   T  /  F  :  The Chicxulub Crater is located on the Iberian Peninsula.
24:   T  /  F  :  The Woolly Mammoth became extinct near the end of the Pleistocene Epoch.
Digging Deeper Fill-in-the-blanks:  ( 1 point each )
25-26)  There have been ____________ major mass _______________________ during the history of life.
27–29)  During each one of the major _____________ extinctions, up to _________ percent of the know 
             _____________________ was lost.
30-34) The ______________________ Crater, located on the Yucatan ______________________ of 
             _____________________, provides evidence of a large _________________ event at the end of the    

             _______________________ period.
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