Earth Science
Computer Lab: U5-C1-A1              / 37        Name:___________________________ folder________
Match-up:  For each numbered term, enter the letter corresponding to the definition that best matches the term.

____ 1- cosmologist
A- A unit of measurement equal to the average distance between the                                                                         

      Sun and the Earth; about 149,600,000 km.
____ 2- comet

B- A unit of measurement equal to the distance light travels in 

     one year.
____ 3- nebula




C- A unit used in astronomy to describe large distances.
____ 4- asteroid



D- A general term used for any “fuzzy” patch on the sky, either light 

     or dark; a cloud of interstellar gas and dust.
____ 5- parsec




E- A grouping of stars in the night sky into a recognizable pattern.
____ 6- terrestrial planet


F- A small solar system body that formed from the solar nebula and 

     eventually grew into a proto-planet.
____ 7- nuclear fusion


G- A clump of material formed in the early stages of solar system 

      formation, which was the forerunner of the planets we see today.
____ 8– gas giant planets


H- A nuclear process that releases energy when lightweight nuclei 

      combine to form heavier nuclei.
____ 9- planetesimal



I- Any of the planets; Mercury, Venus, Earth, or Mars; or a planet 

     similar in size, composition, and density to the Earth.
____ 10- constellation



J- The outer solar system planets; Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and 

     Neptune.
____ 11- protoplanetary body


K- A chunk of frozen gases, ice, and rocky debris that orbits the Sun.
____ 12- astronomical unit (AU)

L- A small planetary body in orbit around the Sun, larger than a 

     meteoroid but smaller than a planet.
____ 13- light year



M- A scientist who studies the origin and dynamics of the universe.
Short Answer:

14: Put the three units of measurement (mentioned above) that astronomers use, in order from smallest to greatest.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________

15: Which of the above units would you use to measure distances to other stars beside our sun? _______________
16: Which of the above units would you use to measure distances between the planets in our solar system? ______
17: Which of the above units would you use to measure distances between and the widths of galaxies? __________

18: In a nebula, what causes the gases and dust to be drawn together into a denser cloud? ____________________

19: Which planet do some astronomers say shouldn’t be classified as a planet?  ____________________________
Fill-in-the-blanks:

20: Some scientists think that ____________ may not have been part of the original solar system but instead was _______________ later by the Sun’s gravity. Others think that it was once a ____________ of an outer planet.

21: Our Milky Way Galaxy formed about ___________________________  years ago.

22: Galaxies are classified according to their ________________.

True or False:
23:  T  /  F  --  According to current thinking, the birthplace of our solar system was a protoplanet.
24:  T  /  F  --  Orion is the name of a prominent nebula in the night sky.
25:  T  /  F  --  Light travels at about 186,000 miles per second  ( 300,000 km/s ).
26:  T  /  F  --  The Sun is only eight light minutes from the Earth.
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