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Assignment Definitions and Explanations
Textbook Assignments  ( products )
Unit Assignments:  The textbook is divided into Units.  There are no unit assignments; only Unit Exams.

Chapter Assignments:   Each textbook unit is divided into Chapters. At the beginning ( introduction ) and end ( conclusion ) of each chapter there is a single assignment making two ( 2 ) assignments; both are called “chapter assignments” and are homework assignments outlined below.
Getting Started  ( GS ):
homework  ( sometimes we do this in class )
A short assignment at the beginning of each chapter. Assigned as homework and discussed in class the next class period. The student reads the paragraphs under the heading “Getting Started” and answers the bulleted questions on a piece of lined paper. The student then makes further notes on the paper during the discussion the following day after which the paper is handed in at the end of the discussion to be graded.
Earth Science at Work  ( ESW ):
homework
A short assignment at the end of each chapter. Assigned as homework and discussed in class the next period. The student reads each of the 5 captions for the professionals represented and writes a short paragraph on how the chapter’s topic relates to the individual’s profession. The student’s product will have 5 separate, well written paragraphs; one paragraph per profession. 
Section Assignments:   Each textbook chapter is divided into sections. Each section is called an Activity. Each Activity section consists of the following assignments that are assigned as homework or classwork. All homework and classwork is to be handwritten in pencil. Only certain projects will be typed.
Homework Assignments:
Think-About-It  ( TAI ):
homework
A short assignment at the beginning of each Activity assigned as homework the class period before an Activity Investigation is to be conducted. We also discuss the TAI in a class discussion at the beginning of each Activity’s classwork. Designed to get the student thinking about the up-coming Investigation. The student reads the TAI paragraphs and answers in writing the bulleted questions.
Geo Words  ( Terms ):
homework

This is a homework assignment that entails a product with each and every term presented in the 
Digging Deeper reading section of the textbook entered along with its definition on lined paper 
and submitted for grading. Each term, and the term only, must be under-lined followed by its 
definition. This assignment is to be hand-written. Bonus points are given for cursive handwriting 
and neatness of the product. Points are deducted for sloppy work.

Check Your Understanding  ( CYUs ):
homework

This is a homework assignment that entails a product in which the student answers all of the 
questions put forth by the textbook at the end of each Digging Deeper reading section. The 
student is not required to include the questions in their product; only the answers. Again, bonus 
points are given for cursive, neatness, etc. Sloppy points are deducted.

   ***   Homework assignments continued on the next page   ***

The above homework assignments constitute the products to be submitted for grading. The following homework assignment has no written product to be submitted. However it is more conducive to higher learning if the student spends a little time reading and studying the homework after they do it.  Students who do the written homework only and not study will not do as well on assessments ( quizzes ). To really learn Earth Science and do well in the class, students must read and study the DD in conjunction with the written homework. Using flash-cards for the terms, key concepts, etc. is also a very good idea.

Digging Deeper  ( DD ):
homework
This is the reading section for each Activity and is to be read and studied to gain information and comprehension. Content will be used in Reading Quizzes to assess student knowledge gained from the reading. It is really important that after the student completes the written homework assignments, they focus and read and study the DD section for higher levels of learning and comprehension. This assignment is the one that impacts the student’s learning the most. Students who study the DD at home perform well in class; those that don’t perform poorly and don’t learn as much so it is really important that the student develops the habit and discipline of studying.  
Classwork Assignments  
( packet outline )
Think-About-It  ( TAI ):
classwork
This is the class discussion portion of the TAI section in the textbook. The student records notes from the discussion on a sheet of lined paper. The TAI is the first activity preformed and entered on the classwork packet.
Videos:  ( Vids )

classwork

Each classwork line-up has a video section that follows the TAI. The student is expected to write down a minimum of one observation per short video ( less than 5 mins.) and more observations per video for longer videos ( TBA ). Bonus points are given for extra notes.
Investigate  ( INV ):

classwork

A lab or type of lab designed to allow the student to investigate a phenomenon through any one 
or a combination of exploration, research, inquiry-based activity, collaboration, discovery, 
experimentation, analysis, evaluation, discussion, debate, presentations, etc. Intended for 
classwork but may at rare times be assigned to be finished as homework. All Investigations as 
presented in the textbook are subject to modifications by the instructor to accommodate 
curriculum factors. This means that some Investigations may be streamlined, expanded, 
substituted, altered or omitted altogether. Investigations in whole or part are not subject to 
student choice. Students are however encouraged to give feedback on Investigations either 
completed or pending. Student input on Investigation design, content, execution, process, etc. is 
always encouraged.

Reflecting on Activity and Challenge  ( RAC ):
classwork

The Activity part of this is a short reflection, according to textbook directions, on the Investigate 
and is to be included with the
Investigate as part of the student’s Investigate assignment. 



The Challenge part of this is a short note on the Chapter Challenge ws (worksheet) according to 
textbook directions by the partnership assigned to the chapter. If the chapter is not the student’s 
assigned chapter for their Chapter Challenge then the student does not need to do the Challenge 
part of the RAC.

   ***   Classwork assignments continued on the next page   ***

To help students get started in writing their reflection, they can replace the second person pronouns such as: “you” and “your” with first person pronouns such as: “I, my, me, mine”.  This is considered a “training wheels” method and has a short allowance time. 

Understanding and Applying what you’ve learned  ( U & A ):
classwork

This is a classwork assignment that entails completing one or more tasks. If in the event none 
of the tasks proposed in a single U & A section are deemed feasible by the instructor, the 
assignment will be cancelled or replaced with a suitable replacement.
Pre-Paring for the Chapter Challenge  ( PPCC ):    classwork
This is a short essay writing assignment. Student is to read the Preparing for the Chapter Challenge section in the textbook and follow the instructions for the writing assignment. Student is to disregard the Chapter Challenge instructions and references.

Perform the Objective  ( PO ):
classwork
The day’s learning objective is posted on the board and is discussed during the day’s warm-up activity. At the end of each classwork line-up, the student is to perform the day’s objective in the form of a short written assignment.
Inquiring Further  ( I F ):
individual research work project 
This is an enrichment activity designed to enrich the student’s knowledge learning of the Activity’s topic as well as prepare students for doing honor’s work. Whenever a student’s grade falls within the 90 percentile, the student is expected to complete the IF activities assigned during that period. This is an out-of-class assignment that entails a product by a student’s choice of any one of the tasks as presented in the textbook under the heading labeled: Inquiring Further. If there is only one task presented, the student must complete that task. If in the event none of the tasks proposed in a single Activity section are deemed feasible by the instructor, the assignment will be cancelled or replaced with a suitable replacement. To submit their IF product, the student completes each IF activity on a Word document electronically filed in a folder named IF Project which is to be stored inside their Earth Science folder located on their PHS student drive. Each IF is to be added to the document as they are completed. The teacher will grade the IF Project folder at the end of each quarter. Participation in this project is required in order to get an A grade.
   ***   Assignment explanations continued on the next page   ***

**********************************************************************************
Guidelines for all products:
All assignment products are to be handwritten in pencil. Ink work will receive point deductions; red ink work will receive double point deductions. Homework products are due just before homework quizzes are administered. Classwork packets are usually completed within a single class-time period and are therefore due by the time the bell rings. If a classwork packet takes more than one class period to complete then the teacher will announce when it is due.  The student is to complete the homework before the class period in which the related classwork is to be completed. For full credit on all assignments, the student must hand-in their work when the teacher calls for it. Once the teacher collects the work, it is considered on-time and not subject to late point deductions. Work submitted after the teacher has collected it will be deemed late and subject to late point deductions; usually one point per day for homework and classwork. There are point deductions for other things too like: poor handwriting, sloppy work, missing labels such as name, class, folder number, assignment name, etc. Bonus points are awarded for neatness, good organization, full responses, proper use of color, “perfect product”, signs of extra effort, early starts, etc..
Each sheet, not page, of the packet must have the student’s name and folder number plus the class name  ES 1 or ES 2 or ES3.  ( Earth Science- period 1  or  Earth Science- period 2, etc. ) entered on the front, and front only, of the sheet in the upper-right-hand corner. A date is not necessary since homework submitted on the due date is verified. Example:  John Doezer
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ES4
Each sheet, not page, must be labeled with the complete name of the activity section entered on the front of the sheet in the upper left-hand corner. ( ex: U5-C1-A1 )

Each name of the activity section entered on the front of the sheet must be followed underneath it by either the abbreviation HW for homework or CW for classwork. ( ex: U5-C1-A1 )










      HW
Each assignment within the packet must be clearly labeled.  ( ex: TAI )
Each TAI and CYU or other questions do not need to be written; only the answers using bullet points or numbers.

ex:
TAI





or
CYU’s
· Written response here for first bullet.

1) Written response here for question # 1.
· Written response here for second bullet.

2) Written response here for question # 2.
Each video must be numbered.   ex:  Video # 1






Video # 2






Video # 3 
Each observation per video must be bulleted.    ex:  Video # 1 
· ( Observation )

Video # 2

· ( Observation )

Each Inv and U&A response must be clearly identified.  ex:  Part A:  1a)  1b)  1c)  or  2a-  2b-  2c-
The two chapter assignments need only the unit number and chapter number.  (  ex:  U5-C1 )

Classwork Example Page

Homework Example Page


Remember: In order to get good grades on the homework quizzes you must study and memorize the terms and CYUs and thoroughly read and study the DD ( Digging Deeper ) section. Doing the homework assignment takes an average of 10 mins. However, reading and studying the DD takes an average of 30 mins. Together, your homework and study time should average about 45 mins. That is not a long time and is an easy investment for a good grade. To make homework/study time easy, you need a quiet, clean, and comfortable place at home where you can concentrate without interruption, distractions, interference, or disruption. You also need to organize your schedule each day after school with time set aside for homework. If you have not developed self-discipline enough to do this yet, now would be a good time to start. Self-discipline is the key to success and happiness in all areas of your life now and in the future. Making good money, having good relationships, getting and doing what you want in life are all impossible without self-discipline.
Please feel free to give any feedback to Mr. J on the above guidelines including corrections, typos, suggestions, etc.

U5-C1-A6									John Doezer
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ES3





TAI


My first note from the class discussion goes here.


My second note from the class discussion goes here.





Vids


Video # 1:


My observation for the first video goes here.


If I want bonus points to help my grade I will put more than the one minimum required observation note here.


Video # 2:


My required one observation per video goes here.


Again, I want to get an A in this class so it’s not going to kill me if I add a couple more observation notes from this video here.


Man this video is fantastic and full of easy point getting observations. I would have to be a fool or just not care about my grade ( same thing I guess ) in order to pass up these easy bonus points.





Inv


1a) My response goes here.


1b) My response goes here.


2d)  Cool! My teacher let us skip 1c, and 2a, 2b, and 2c.


3a) Whoa, this is a big graph. See the attached graph paper at the back of this packet.





RAC


I learned that if I properly label and organize my homework and classwork products, not only will the teacher be impressed and therefore generous with the bonus points, but I find that I also feel real good about myself for doing a good job. I always find that I like the way I feel when I do a good job. It is better than the feeling I get when I am being lazy. Besides, at first I thought this was going to be a hard class but it’s actually turning out to be pretty easy. I just do my homework and everything else falls in place.





U & A


Totally easy answer goes here. We usually pick one of the U&A tasks to do.





PPCC


	My product on what this PPCC wants is on the back side of this sheet. It could be an essay, a short paragraph, an outline, a list, or whatever. Sometimes we do the PPCC and sometimes we don’t.





PTO


Last thing that goes on the classwork line-up is the PTO or Perform The Objective which means we do what the daily objective posted on the front board tells us to do. This is usually a written form of explaining, or describing, or comparing, or demonstrating, or whatever. 





U5-C1-A6									John Doezer
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ES3








TAI


My written response for the first bullet TAI question or task will go here.


My written response for the second bullet TAI task or question goes here.


Etc.








Terms:


   Term1: The definition for term 1 goes here. I always underline each term.





Term2: The definition for term 2 goes here. I always skip a line between each term 


and it’s definition.





   Term3: The definition for term 3 goes here. 





   Term4: The definition for term 4 goes here.  etc.








CYU’s


My answer to CYU # 1 goes here. I don’t have to write out the question; just the answer.





My answer to CYU # 2 goes here. I always skip a line between my CYU answers so that they can read by my teacher easily.





Etc.














